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By printing on postconsumer 100% recycled
paper, manufactured with 100% renewable
wind-generated energy, we achieved

the following savings:

1,034 fewer kg of solid waste;
77,994 fewer liters of wastewater; and
2,036 fewer kg greenhouse gases.
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MESSAGE FROM
THE B.C. GOVERNMENT

British Columbians are proud of our rivers,
lakes, streams and watersheds and recognise that keeping
them healthy is important to all of us. A plentiful amount
of clean water is needed for our growing communities,
economic growth, healthy food, clean energy and our
beautiful environment. As a finite resource, water’s limits
must be recognized, which means that the days of taking
our “unlimited” supply of water for granted have passed.
This plan is government’s vision and commitment to
ensure our water stays healthy
and secure. It’s important we
take good care of this valuable
resource for future generations.
What government does is
only part of the solution.
Together, we need to challenge
ourselves and our businesses to think about how we
can help protect our water and how the government
can support these actions.
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Living Water Smart

BRITISH COLUMBIA’S WATER PLAN

water’s value

water makes life on earth possible
291,000 unique watersheds

our grandparents and parents
our children and grandchildren
water moves us

water powers us

water nourishes our spirits

water nourishes our bodies

water is our playground

imagine...
our watersheds
our farms and ranches
our industries

our businesses

our neighbourhoods
our homes

how do we get there?
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doing business differently

we take care of our water
nature is the best teacher
living within our means
groundwater is our hidden treasure
get together, decide together
we can’t manage what
we don’t measure
our farms need water
conserve and restore

preparing
communities for change
our climate is changing
smart spending on

smart infrastructure
rivers need room to meander
green development makes sense
leading the way
safe water from our taps

40

42
44
46
48
50

52
54
56

58
60

62
64
66
68
70

choosing to be water smart 72

being water smart in B.C. 74 ¢
reduce your use! 76

are you water smart? 78 y (
learning about water 80 { )
keeping our traditions and knowledge 82 ‘
getting smarter with science 84

recognizing our water smart heroes 86

be part of the solution 88

the plan at a glance
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..our grandparents and parents

have enjoyed ou




..we want our children
and grandchildren

to enjoy them too.
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“Since about 1900 five generations of my family have
been working the Fraser River. Great-grandad started doing
towing jobs with a forty foot vessel made from a huge log.”

Mike Hodder
HODDER TUGBOAT COMPANY LIMITED
RICHMOND B.C.
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“I'm proud of B.C.’s reliance on clean energy. | have

upgraded all my appliances at home in recent years to be energy efficient
and I'm saving at least $150 a year on power. Clean and renewable sources
of electricity are important to help B.C. get ready for the future”

Larry Townsend
PRINCE GEORGE B.C.
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“l am taught that our waters cleanse our spirits,
minds and bodies, the waters sustain us, and are our
highways. We defended our waters
% from all takers under s’aalh
F\S\’\‘ snuw’uy’ulh—our laws,
‘ teachings. These laws were based
on uy shqwalawun, which is a law that requires of the hwuhwilmuhw
(people) good thoughts, good manners, good behaviour—to each
other, to the land, to wildlife, to resources and to water.”
Kathleen Johnnie

PERSONAL COMMENT
PENELAKUT TRIBE (COAST SALISH)
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